160    Basic Teachings of the Great Psychologists
sistently emphasize the virtues of cooperation. Karen Homey, a
psychoanalyst, believes this inconsistency causes conflicts in chil-
dren's personalities that may result in real maladjustment.
Companions and the Community
In the school years a child is especially responsive to his com-
panions and to many aspects of the community where he lives.
Chicago sociologists studied these influences as they relate to
juvenile delinquency. CLIFFORD SHAW found almost perfect cor-
relation between the kind of neighborhood and its delinquency
rate. Near Chicago's downtown "loop," slum areas lie among
railroad yards., vacant lots, factories, and broken down ware-
houses. Here delinquency is high. As one goes toward outlying
residential areas, delinquency drops. Cyril Burt found the same
situation in London, and recent studies confirm it for Philadel-
phia, Boston, Cleveland, and other cities.
William Healy noted how a child's companions affect his
morals and conduct. Almost two-thirds of child delinquencies in
j Chicago and Boston trace directly to bad companions, he learned.
Another sociologist, Frederick M. Thrasher, now at New York
University, studied more than 1,300 Chicago gangs. Not all of
them influenced their members badly. The gang, he discovered,
gives a youngster important social contacts. He gains status by
taking a role in his gang. On the other hand, gangs flourish in
bad neighborhoods. Often they lead children to become truants,
then hoodlums, delinquents, and even criminals.
Minority Group Status
Belonging to an unfavored minority racial or national group
may have considerable influence on personality. In our country
a Jew or Negro often reflects in his personality the prejudice and
discrimination constantly directed against him. Recently John
Bollard, E. Franklin Frazier, and other investigators, sponsored
by the American Youth Commission, studied the personality de-